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ling powers upon the absorbing business of fratricidal warfare
may generate a military prowess that will place the neighbouring
societies at the war-obsessed society's mercy, and may strike out
a military technique that will serve as a key to the acquisition of a
far-reaching technical mastery over the Material World. Since the
vulgar estimates of human prosperity are reckoned in terms of
power and wealth, it thus often happens that the opening chapters
in the history of a society's tragic decline are popularly hailed as
the culminating chapters of a magnificent growth; and this ironic
misconception may even persist for centuries. Sooner or later,
however, disillusionment is bound to follow; for a society that has
become incurably divided against itself is almost certain to 'put
back into the business' of war the greater part of those additional
resources, human and material, which the same business has
incidentally brought into its hands.
Foi: instance, we see the money-power and man-power which
had been won for the Hellenic Society through Alexander's con-
quest of the Achaemenian Empire being poured into the civil warn
between Alexander's successors. The power of the same two
kinds which was subsequently swept together into Roman hands
through the establishment of Rome's military supremacy over the
Hellenic World was almost as quickly expended in the Roman
civil wars that preceded the establishment of the Pax Augusta.
The first charge on the spoils taken by the Spanish conquistad&res
from the Aztecs and the Incas was the provision of the sinews of
war for fratricidal struggles between the demoralised parvenu
masters of a New World, while the residue that reached the coffers
of these adventurers' lawful sovereign in Spain was blown from
the cannon's mouth on the battlefields of sixteenth-century and
seventeenth-century Europe.1 Finally, in this same Western
Society in our own generation, we have seen all the human and
material resources of a Westernized and industrialized world being
mobilized to feed the furnaces of Moloch in which Homo Occiden*
talis has made a holocaust of his own children in our great Western
civil war of AJX 1914-18.
Thus the increasing command over the environment which an
ironic or malicious or retributive Providence is apt to bestow upon
a society in disintegration only serves, in the end, to put a greater
driving-power into the suicidally demented society's chosen work
of self-destruction; and the story turns out to be a simple illustra-
tion of the theme that * the wages of Sin is Death *.* Our criterion
*  The historical *Iaw* exemplified in the self-destruction of the Macedonian and
Castihan conquistadorcs ha* been examined in IV, C (iti) (c) 3 (a), vol. iv, nn. 484-6,
above.
*  Romans vi. 33.